
Press Release: New album forthcoming from local legend Mark Shannon 
 
Marc Lee Shannon’s more than 30-year career has taken him from his hometown of Akron, Ohio 
to L.A. and back again. After leaving home at 19 to attend the Guitar Institute of Hollywood, 
Shannon found himself playing with now legendary West Coast bands such as the Rave-Ups, 
Lone Justice, and the Beat Farmers. Back in Ohio, he brought his extensive musical expertise to 
the bands The Top Kats, the Midlife Chryslers, and most notably, northeastern Ohio legend 
Michael Stanley’s backup group The Resonators. Now, 10 years after his debut release, Any 
Other Man, Shannon will return to his solo career with a new album in May. 
 
Produced by fellow Akron musician Ryan Humbert, the Americana-themed album was recorded 
in just six days at Superior Sound studios in Cleveland and mixed by Jim Stewart. Shannon 
wrote nine of the album’s 12 songs, including “Sound of a Train,” which he co-wrote with 
Stanley. Other highlights include Shannon’s rendition of Mark Selby’s “Back Door to My Heart” 
and the first single, the southern Gospel-themed “Carousel.” With a selection of songs that will 
appeal to fans of Buddy Miller, Jason Isbell, John Hiatt, and Tom Petty, the album crosses from 
rock to ballads to blues to country, and Marc ably handles it all with ease. Along with Humbert’s 
role in the album production, members of other popular local acts, including Welshly Arms, 
Shooter Sharp and The Shootouts, The Vindys, The Speedbumps, and Ray Flanagan and the 
Authorities, also make guest appearances.  
 
A CD release show will take place on May 19 at The Tangier and will be a full-band concert 
featuring Shannon and the core group of musicians who played on the album, including 
Humbert, Emily Bates, John Anthony, Ed Davis, Russ Flanagan, and Kevin Robert Martinez. 
Ray Flanagan and Humbert will also appear as opening acts. Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 
the day of the show.  
 
For more information about Shannon’s music, visit marcleeshannon.com, or on Facebook at 
facebook.com/marcleeshannon and Instagram at @marcleeshannon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Whether drama or comedy, The Room remains a bad cinema treat 
by Kori Morgan 
 
Picture a group of seven or eight friends living in an apartment building in San Francisco.  They 
get together to hang out, throw around a football, talk about their issues with the opposite sex, 
and spend more time making out and eating chocolate than “studying.” No, it’s not The Real 
World. It’s The Room, filmmaker Tommy Wiseau’s self-proclaimed homage to Tennessee 
Williams. Some call it the worst movie ever made. Some say there is absolutely nothing 
redeeming about its lackluster acting, laughable sex scenes, and poorly written dialogue. But 
somehow, even in the midst of its kitsch and chaos, it offers a kind of entertainment that is 
entirely unique. 
 
Wiseau, who wrote, directed, and starred in the film, plays Johnny, a near-do-well banker who 
seems to have a charmed life. He has a great best friend (Greg Sestero), a young protégé who 
looks up to him (Philip Haldeman), and a beautiful “future wife” named Lisa (Juliette Danielle) 
whose gold digger mother (Carolyn Minnot) happens to think he’s hot stuff. But what happens 
when Johnny’s life gradually begins to unravel and one by one, everyone he trusts begins to turn 
against him? Although unintentional, the result is simultaneously disturbing and wildly funny.  
 
The Room was such a failure upon its release that Wiseau billed it as a “black comedy,” after it 
was originally intended to be a drama. The actual genre falls somewhere between the two – an 
attempt at a black drama that just happens to be a comedy. There are numerous reasons why the 
film has gone down in history as the Citizen Kane of bad cinema – the chattering, rambling 
dialogue, random establishing shots of Alcatraz and the Golden Gate Bridge that serve no 
purpose, and the five-minute-long sex scenes that feature cliché R&B music, candles, and lots of 
rose petals. The film is also filled with red herrings that take the story nowhere – in one scene, 
Lisa’s mother reveals that she has been diagnosed with breast cancer, and it is never mentioned 
again. However, all of these elements are exactly what makes The Room great, even in its 
numerous shortcomings.  As Thora Birch’s character, Enid, put it in the movie Ghost World, it’s 
“so bad it’s gone past good and back to bad again.” 
 
The undisputed highlight of the film is Wiseau’s performance. His monotone accent, which 
varies from Austrian to German to French at various points, lends a unique flavor to the 
dialogue, especially when uttering iconic lines such as “I did not hit her, I did nottt,” “Oh hi 
Mark,” and every fan’s personal favorite, “You are tearing me apart, Lisa!”  While hardly Oscar 
worthy, the climactic scene, where Johnny’s rage at the downturn of his life explodes into chaos 
and self-destruction, will leave viewers feeling something akin to hilarity and a confused sense 
of repulsion, but ultimately thoroughly entertained. 
 
Despite these multiple flaws, the bizarreness of this film has won it an almost cultish following.  
All over the country, fans of The Room hold Rocky Horror-esque interactive screenings, 
complete with props and dialogue to yell at the screen. Wiseau, Sestero, and other cast members 
even make occasional appearances. The phenomenon that is The Room has also experienced a 
renaissance of sorts in the last few months with the release of The Disaster Artist, James 
Franco’s movie that chronicles the strange tale of its inception. 
 



For serious film critics, The Room probably isn’t the best bet for a Friday night rental.  However, 
those who derive great pleasure from watching unintentionally hilarious masterpieces will find 
themselves dying to watch it again. And again. In the tradition of Plan 9 from Outer Space and 
Evil Dead 2, even in its failures, The Room is cult classic gold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jim Ashley: Gold and Blue Entrepreneur 
by Kori Morgan 
 
From his signature gold t-shirt emblazoned with the West Virginia University logo to his fervent 
support of the school’s football and basketball teams, web entrepreneur Jim Ashley has never 
been shy about his passion for the university’s nationally known sports tradition.  The home of 
pro-basketball player and NBA logo Jerry West, WVU is not just a top ten party school, but an 
athletic giant that is stronger than ever, and Ashley believes it’s his job to let the sports world 
know it. 
 
Long Time Writer, Practical Joker 
 
Ashley, a native of Parkersburg, West Virginia, is the founder and manager of several up and 
coming humorous, satirical, and informative sports blogs dedicated to college athletics, and 
WVU in particular.  What many readers are unaware of, though, is that despite the fact that he 
has been writing “for the sheer heck of it” for years, his interest in writing has a longstanding 
tradition in his reputation.  In high school, Ashley was disciplined for writing a blog “that pretty 
much made fun of everyone.”   
 
Today, his sense of humor and sports obsession are both earning him hits on his websites.  
“Sports is something I’ve always had an interest in,” Ashley said in a personal interview.  “My 
former major interest, politics, has made me nothing but world-weary and jaded.” 
 
“Good Laughs,” Women, and Sports 
 
Best known for his sites “Peephole Sports” and HailWV.com, Ashley seeks to promote NCAA 
happenings by pursuing a variety of audiences.  Peephole Sports, inspired by a fellow sports fan 
and blogger, portrays sports events through the eyes of the stereotypical college male, complete 
with humor that ranges from low brow to witty, edgy editorials, and yes, lots and lots of girls.   
 
How do these elements work together to create the perfect college sports site?  Ashley said in a 
personal interview that he relies on influences such as power sports bloggers “Big Daddy Drew” 
Magary and Michael Tunison of the site “Kissing Suzy Kolber” to dictate the tone and trends of 
his writing and audience. 
 
“I pretty much see everything I want to [in the sports blog world] – comedy, scantily clad 
women, and sports,” Ashley said.  “I definitely implement those ideas.  I’m hoping [readers] gain 
some good laughs.” 
 
Final Four and Statewide Pride 
 
While “Peephole Sports” is catching the attention of college students, Ashley’s other site, 
HailWV.com, seeks to hook a different audience.  Relying mostly on reportage and opinion 
pieces about WVU sports happenings, the site grew out of the success of the school’s basketball 
team this past season.  Although Ashley does the majority of the writing for HailWV.com, he 
often uses Facebook and Twitter to share news about WVU. 



 
The site began in March of 2010 as hits on “Peephole Sports” shot up as a result of WVU’s 
presence in the NCAA finals.  As the school took on powerhouse teams such as Duke and 
Kentucky, Ashley seized the opportunity to create a site to keep fans updated on all the latest 
information.  As a reporter, Ashley put his skills to work by researching the players and 
analyzing the games, even traveling to Morgantown to greet the triumphant basketball team after 
their achievement of the Big East Championship.  The emotional video of the players’ arrival 
posted online shows a parking lot packed to the edges with WVU fans, with an accompanying 
message that it was a moment West Virginia residents “had waited their whole lives for.” 
 
Satire and Controversy 
 
However, serious news was not the only element of Ashley’s Final Four coverage.  Using his 
notorious sense of humor, Ashley created pre-game energy through articles and stories devoted 
specifically to satirizing WVU’s opponents.  One popular recurring column, titled “Inglorious 
BastEERds,” finds the characters of Quentin Tarantino’s Oscar nominated film traveling with the 
Mountaineers and defending their honor against the challenging teams.  
 
“The angle I approached all WVU games was making fun of their opponent,” Ashley said.  “I 
enjoyed projecting hate towards Kentucky and Duke the most.” 
 
Even though these articles are meant to be all in good fun, Ashley’s no-nonsense demeanor and 
direct humor has drawn detractors to his sites, particularly from WVU’s rivals.  “HailWV.com is 
for fans of WVU,” Ashley said.  “Unfortunately, from time to time, fans of other schools like 
Marshall or Pittsburgh will find this site and hate it right away.” 
 
Future Plans 
 
It may be summer vacation, but WVU is already gearing up for another season of Mountaineer 
football.  Likewise, Ashley is also preparing HailWV.com for pre-season hype and full game 
coverage.  Although the site will take his main attention, though, Ashley is determined to 
continue Peephole Sports as an online presence.  “It was my first ever project,” he said. 
 
Several new projects are also in the works.  Ashley’s writing staff will soon increase with the 
arrival of an assistant journalist, and new sports related sites are already in production.  By the 
end of the year, he hopes to have all his projects under the umbrella of his own media company.  
From humor to serious news to unabashed criticism of WVU’s rivals, Ashley hopes to prove to 
the online sports world that he is not just a proud Mountaineer, but an ambitious writer who 
hopes to spread the pride around. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Writers Group Comes to Akron 
 
Fiction writers, poets, screenwriters, and wordsmiths of all genres now have the chance to 
network, get feedback on their work, and find fellowship and community with the arrival of The 
Writer's Group, a gathering of language lovers from the northeastern Ohio area. 
 
Led by Akron resident Kora Sadler, the group currently meet at the Kenmore Library for a time 
of sharing and discussion of writing. Participants bring selections of their work of up to ten 
minutes, which the group then reads aloud and discusses. While sharing your own work is 
encouraged, members are welcome to contribute to discussion and observe as well. 
 
The Writer's Group welcomes all writing styles and genres and already sports a diverse group of 
participants, from counselors to teachers to medical professionals, who travel from as near as a 
few blocks from the library to as far as Youngstown and Alliance for meetings. They also 
provide a useful pool of knowledge regarding submitting work to literary journals, self-
publishing, and creating and promoting blogs and ebooks to help members make their goals of 
professional writing a reality. 
 
Meetings aren't just limited to the sharing of poetry, fiction, and nonfiction, though. Participants 
have also presented a variety of other creative forms of work, including original songs, stand-up 
comedy, artwork and dramatic readings. Screenwriter Brett Tipton says that the group's 
"anything goes" format is what sets it apart from other organizations of its kind. "We never know 
what we're going to hear," Tipton said. "We do know that exceptional things will be read and 
shared -- but we never know what they're going to be." 
 
Reading original work isn't the only thing the Writer's Group has planned as they gain steam in 
the Akron area. Forthcoming activities will include "Shut Up and Write" nights, where 
participants gather with beverages, snacks and computers to work on their writing projects, a 
Meet the Writers showcase of members' written, visual and performance material and a writing 
workshop and seminar, which will be open to the public for a fee, is also planned for the 
summer, where Tipton and Morgan will speak about creating original screenplays and fiction. 
 
"This group provides a positive environment that promotes and generates creativity," fiction and 
nonfiction writer Amy Trebisky said. "We have different styles [. . .] Since we are open-minded 
to the art, we are able to critique and genuinely enjoy each other." 
 
The Writer's Group welcomes participants from ages 18 and older and meets on select Thursdays 
and Saturdays throughout each month at 969 Kenmore Blvd. A schedule of upcoming meetings 
can be found online at www.meetup.com/thewritersgroup. The group offers a laidback 
atmosphere that welcomes late arrivals. For more information, contact Kora Sadler by phone at 
(234) 738-0821 or e-mail: thewritersgrouporg@gmail.com 
 
"The group inspires me to keep my writing going and even challenge myself to try new styles," 
fiction writer and history teacher Greg Milo said. "It also holds me accountable, in a good way -- 
I always want to come to the group with something new to share, something better than before. 
And man, is it a blast." 



Ryan Humbert takes listeners Half Way Home with latest record 
 

“It all started with a broken heart / The city lights washed out the stars,” Ryan Humbert sings on 
the opening track of his upcoming album Half Way Home. With a first line like that, fans of the 
Ohio-based musician might expect a return to the doomed relationships that populate the songs 
of his preview record, 2012’s Sometimes the Game Plays You. Don’t be fooled, though. In a lot 
of ways, the new album picks up right where the last one left off, bringing listeners into a 
collection of songs that feature recovery from setbacks, quests for identity, and searches for 
redemption and hope. 
 
Humbert’s music knows no boundaries of genre or time period. Billing himself as an 
Americana/pop artist, his vocals mirror rocks legends like Roy Orbison and Buddy Holly, while 
simultaneously evoking the writing chops of modern alternative country artists like Lucinda 
Williams and Steve Earle. In addition to the acoustic singer/songwriter flavor of Sometimes the 
Game Plays You, his previous record, Old Souls, New Shoes, showcased his skills with rock 
ballads and catchy pop songs. Half Way Home presents the best of both, a mash-up of Humbert’s 
talent for lyrical depth and infectious arrangements. 
 
“I feel like Old Souls was me at my over-the-top, ear candy game, while [Sometimes the Game 
Plays You] didn’t have as much sheen on it,” Humbert said. “It was definitely a more honest, 
lyrically sharp record. I wanted to record an album somewhere in between, that would up the 
ante lyrically. [Half Way Home] is a record that’s very easy to listen to. It’s not as over the top as 
Old Souls, but there are some nice lyrically awesome moments.” 
 
Half Way Home also marks a new milestone in Humbert’s career – the first of three albums he’ll 
release with the Nashville-based label Century Music Group. The album also sees him teaming 
up with veteran producer Jamie Tate, whose musical resume includes work with Alan Jackson 
and Taylor Swift. The fan-funded album was recorded in just six days at the Rukkus Room in 
Berry Hill. The album’s 12 tracks were selected from a pool of over 30 of Humbert’s original 
songs, while the others may make appearances on future projects. 
 
Hailed by many listeners as the best work Humbert has ever produced, each track on Half Way 
Home provides a different glimpse of the artists who have shaped his work. The title song, an 
anthem for overcoming obstacles and taking risks, would fit right at home on radio playlists with 
the American Authors’ hit “Best Day of My Life,” while “Out of Mind” could be an outtake 
from a Rick Rubin-produced Johnny Cash record. Traveling back a few decades, the guitar and 
organ riffs of “Weathering the Storm” mix the latter days of the Byrds with This Year’s Model-
era Elvis Costello. 
 
“I think with this album you can definitely hear my pop/rock side,” Humbert said. “I’m a huge 
Tom Petty fan, and there’s a lot of stuff that falls into my love of a catchy, three minute pop 
song.” 
 
The album’s centerpiece, “California to Ohio,” not only showcases Humbert’s skills at telling 
stories through songs, but pays tribute to another influence in his music: his family. Co-written 
by Grammy award-winning singer/songwriter Kim Richey, it tells the story of Humbert’s 



grandfather’s 1953 journey hitchhiking from Camp Pendleton, California to the small town of 
Hartville, Ohio, to meet his just-born daughter. The moving lyrics paint a vivid picture of the era 
while also placing listeners in the succession of cars along with its main character: “Waking up 
in the passenger seat / Of a ’49 Mercury,” the lyrics relate. “Johnnie Ray on the radio / Counting 
trees as it starts to snow.” For just around four minutes, the song transports listeners to a time 
before Skype and Facebook, when the world was a much smaller place and a three-day drive to 
see family was a luxury not taken for granted.  
 
Another album highlight is the closing track, “Space Enough,” a Rolling Stones-influenced song 
that features the legendary McCrary Sisters, who have recorded with legends like Elvis Presley 
and Bob Dylan, on backing vocals. Co-written with fellow northeastern Ohioan Tracey Thomas, 
the stirring lyrics address the emotional impact of a relationship disrupted by suicide. 
“Desperation makes me ugly / Resignation leaves me bound / I can’t be the one to save you / But 
I’ll hold on until I drown,” Humbert sings. Despite the darkness of the lyrics, however, the 
McCrarys’ soaring, gospel-tinged harmonies seem to echo the optimism of the opening track, 
reminding listeners that there is still hope in the midst of recovery. 
 
While he may have opened for national recording artists like Chris Isaak, Train, the Zac Brown 
Band, and Foreigner, Humbert’s local gigs in the Akron-Canton area are known for providing 
high-energy entertainment that showcases the talents of both he and his band. A skillful self-
promoter, he plans to seek out new performing and touring opportunities in 2015 to find places 
where his music might be “a good fit,” and is optimistic about the direction this album could take 
his career in. 
 
“When you make a record, you have two options. You either try to make the best work you’ve 
ever done or continue on the same track as before,” Humbert said. “For this album, I knew I 
wanted to make a Ryan Humbert record and I wanted it to be the best thing I’d ever done.” 
 


